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Jos. xxix. 11, 12. | 


When the ear beard me, then is Miele; and when 

| the eye ſaw me, it gave witneſs to me ; becauſe I deliver- 
ed the poor, that * and the ſatberleſs, and bim, that 

8193 m7 


WurartveR is written in the volume of 
nature, or the book of grace, is written ſor our in- 
ſtruction. In all the appointments of heaven the 
wiſe and contemplative mind may read leſſons of 


value and iniportance. Day unto dey uttereth 
ſpeech, 
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Speech, and night unto night ſhoweth knowledge, * 
proſperity and adverſity ſpeak: a language, which 
cannot eaſily be miſtaken. Can we view, without 
emotions of awe, the arrangements of providence, 
by which our daily bread is ſo exceſſive in price; and 
by which the poor of the people mourn. We hear in 
them a voice from heaven, aging, Be thou in- 
Strufted, O Feruſalem, leſt my ſoul depart From 
 tbee, leſt I make thee deſolate, a land not inbabi- 
ted. F As the afflictions of an individual are 
fitted to correft error, and Kad to obedience: ſo 
thoſe of a nation are intended to check iniquity, 
and promote goodneſs. Read the catalogue of 
national ſins; and while you are conſidering to 
whom any of them belongs, let each for himſelf 
put the important queſtion, which the diſciples, of 
Jeſus did of old, ſaying, Lord is it J. 4 Have 
not pride and luxury, corruption and licentioul- 
_ nels, irreligion and diſcontentment been prevailing 
among us : ? Surely it is meet to be faid unto 
God, we have borne chaſtiſement, We will, not 
offend any more; that which we ſee not teach 
tbou us. * May the need, which we haye of the 
divine compaſſion, induce us to ſhow, mercy to 
others : and may the ſorrows, which encompals 


OUr- 
* Plal, xix, 2. + Jer. vi. 8. I Mat. xvi. 22. Job xxxiv. 31, 32. 
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ourſelves, had: us to ann evickthefs: who: 
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*. e allewbled 2 with a a this 
ſign, permit me, by the bleſſing, of the Almighty, to 
preſent a few: motives for exciting} you to the-cot- 
dial exerciſe; of charity; and then to conclude 
with ſome additional obſervations. 

i &- | fn £7 FOITATRATINVY 
I. You are invited to the practice of charity by 
the amiableneſs of its nature, and the high degree 
of reſpectability, which it ſtamps upon your conduct. 
Charity hath powers, which preſs irreſiſtibly upon 
the feeling mind, and render engaging the conduct of 
the generous man. As order and harmony infuſe 
delight, without waiting for the ſlowneſs of inveſti- 
gation; ſo generous feelings, and generous actions 
captivate the mind, and charm the ſoul: | 


CnrariTY is not only engaging by its amiable 
form; but alſo on account of. the honourable 
ſentiments, which it implies.” He, who: is unjuſt, 
expoſes himſelf to the ſeverity of puniſhment, and 
the man, who is treacherous ſinks into- contempt, 
and is in danger of the judgment; but though it is 


dif- 
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| diſhonourableito.bei void of feeling, and deſtitute 


of compaſſion: yet the mean and ſelfiſh man is not 
ranked in the ſame claſs with thoſe, who violate 
the laws of ſociety, and the precepts of morality. 
Therefore bountiful emotions are not the offspring 
of ſear: they are not regulated by human laws, 
but are the genuine effuſions of a tender heart. 


OsTexTaTIONn may ſometimes mingle its dregs 
with the cup of compaſſion; but the habitual 
exerciſe of charity cannot dwell, where true bene 
volence doth not reſide. It is not in the ſyſtem of 
avarice to feed the hungry, nor to clothe the naked; 
he who doth theſe things, hath a witneſs in him- 
ſelf : and his deeds are life to his ſoul, and grace to 
his nech.“ When Job appeared at the gate, or 
prepared his ſeat in the ſtreet; the young men-hid 
themſelves; and the aged, who have always been 
honoured, and who were particularly ſo in the 
patriarchlal ages of the eaſt, roſe up before him. 
Princes laid their hands upon their mouths in 
token of reſpect, and the nobles held their peace. 
When the ear beard me, then it bleſied me, Taid 
Job, and when the eye ſaw me, it gave witneſs 
to me; becauſe I delivered the poor, that cried, 


| | aud 
Prov. ii 22. f Job xxix. 10. | 
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Tuksz are not our higheſt ind vcements, to cha- 
ritable conduct, they oecupy but a ſubordinate 
place in the ſcale of virtuous motives: but a regard 
to the eſteem of men is a neceſſary part of a good 
character. To ſeek the praiſe of men, and not the 
praiſe of God, is hypocritical and baſe but if we 
regard not man, much reaſon is there to ſuſpeQ, 
that the fear of God dwelleth not in us. Shame 
and a ſenſe of honour are never loſt but among the 
wrecks of virtue, and a good conlcience. 


Bextvor ence likewiſe recommends itfelf to 
your attention, becauſe the exerciſe thereof ſoftens 
and improves the heart. Sympathy and the gentle 
graces of compaſſion are fruits of heavenly origin; 
they require for their growth the attentions of 
virtue, together with the mild influence of order 
and peace; and they on their part cheriſh what- 
loever things are excellent and worthy of praiſe. 
'The gentle and better feelings of the heart lead to 
piety, and kindle within us the flame of pure and 
animated devotion, When the cords of ſympathy 

vi- 
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vibrate, and exert their native powers: they har- 
monize the whole aſſections, and produce candour, 
pity, and friendſhip. The prevalence of thoſe 
virtues precludes raſhneſs of cenfure, contention 
and ftrife. Charity Suffereth long, and is kind, 
beareth all things, bopeth all things, endureth 
all things. * It diffuſes tranquility through the 
ſoul, and peace among the various orders of 
men : whereas the oppoſite temper fills the breaſt 
with inquietude, and ſcatters fire brands, arrows 


and death. 4 The man, whole ſpirit is full of 


rancour and ſtrife, is neither capable of happineſs 
here, nor prepared for the poſſeſſion of glory here- 
after. That mind, which is racked with envy, 
embittered with malice, or diſtracted with rage, is 
deſtitute of quietneſs on earth, and is not a- 
dorned with the graces of peace and benevolence, 
which are preſages of reſt in heaven. 


Cnanrry can never be without its proper ob- 
jects, for though the Lord watereth the bills from 
his chambers, and the earth is ſatisfied with the fruit 
of his works þ yet the poor ſhall never ceaſe out of 
the land, therefore I command thee, ſaith the Al- 
mighty, that thou open thine Band wide unto thy 


bro- 


* I Cor. xill. 4, 7. Prov. xxvi. 18. Þ#DPfal.cvi. 13. 
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-. brother, te thy poor, aud to thy needy in thy land, * 


g Extenſive is the range of ſuffering, and various are 
> [| the forrows, which the children of men endure: fell 
n is the edge of poverty, and hard 1s that man's fate, | 
, who is fed on the bread. of charity: but to you it 
5 belongs, ye ſons of fortune, effectually to bring them 
8 relief: and it is every man's duty to pour balm into 
f the wound of ſorrow. The contemplationof affliction, 
1 as it affeQs a multitude, excites your pity; but it 
does not ſo completely rouſe your compaſſion, and 
f penetrate the heart, as when you ſelect an individ- 
: ual, and conſider his caſe alone. What is borne 


by many operates upon the mind, in the firſt mo- 
ients of its feeling, as if the weight were divided; 
and of courſe leſs grievous to every one taken by 
himſelf; although the ſufferings of many rather in- 
creaſe thoſe of an individual, the number of ſuch 
as can relieve being diminiſhed, and the afflictions 
of a neighbour aggravate the bitternefs of wo. But, 
to diveſt yourſelves of every falfe impreſſion, enter 
into the cottage of the poor; mark the man of years 


and indigence, and ſee the preſſure of age added 
toa load of infirmities, which poverty has produced. 


But the helpleſſneſs of youth is ſtill more dif. 


treſſing than the helpleſſreſs of old age: the man of 
B 2 years 


of Dent. XV. II. 
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years has already drawn near the end of his 
courſe; and only a ſmall portion of his life re- 
mains: whereas the youth is but entering upon 
the field of ihe world, and has the whole appoint- 
ments of his lot to encounter. Thereſore with 
reſpect to the rifing generation, Caſt thy bread 
upon the waters ; for then ſhalt find it aſter many 
days * Let the happy fruits of charity excite you 
to the exerciſe of benevolent deeds. The ſtreams 
of benevolence run with a pleaſing current; 
and when they overflow 'their banks, they 
leave behind them ſuch nouriſhing ſubſtances, as 
ſpread health, and vigour upon the adjoining 
vorders, | 


- Scanty as the ſtreams of charity are, they have 
in every age been productive of happy fruits, and 
never did they ſwell with ſuch bountiful ſupplies, as 
they do at preſent. Whatever may be the vices 
of the age, in which we live; and that they are 
great, as well as numerous, we have reaſon to la- 
ment; yet generoſity and the tender feelings of the 
mind adorn the preſent generation. Noble are the 
inducements to humane exertions : charity gives 
relief from pain, it abates the keenneſs of anxiety, 

it 


* Eccl. xi. 1. 


or HAI. I. 


it proclaims liberty to the captive; and it conſers 
upon thoſe, who mourn, beauty for aſbes, the ber. 
ment "of rugs * „ of, beavineſs. 14o 2ou5uh 


> 


ut anti moe ar] 


—— you ought.t to look: — more immediate 
effects, and dart your eye into the region of days 
to come, where ſtill greater and more valuable con. 
ſequences will appear. When you caſt your bread. 
upon the waters, it is chiefly after. many: c, chat 
you are to look for the bleſſing. If you, reſcue 
the young from miſery, you give them life in⸗ 
ſtead of death; you confer upon them bealth, and 
ſtrength inſtead of ſickneſs and debility. By Put- 
ting them under the guidance of true religion, 
you adminiſter to them the means of ſpiritual ſal- 
vation; and you train up a generation, which may 


be uſeful and happy. 


Tun charitable objed, which you are now in- 
vited to conſider, is calculated to give effeQual re- 
lief to the poor; and it cannot eaſily be miſopplied 
by thoſe, on whom it is beſtowed. Moreover it is 
well adapted for preventing that {trolling mode of 
ſoliciting aid, which has long been ruinous to the 
poor of Scotland. Let a perſon begin this unhappy 


Car- 


Iſa. Ixi. 3. 
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14 THE IMPORTANCE | 
career without any notorious habits of vice; yet he 
is in eminent hazard from the example and in- 
fluence of the profligate, who abound in thoſe paths. 
The young mind, in particular, is eaſily infected 
with vice; and a man of feeling can never find 
a youth in ſuch deſtructive roads, without being 
diſpoſed to drop tears of compaſſion. He ſees, 
in thoſe of this deſcription, talents, which might 
have raiſed the poſſeſſor to honour, in the direct 
train of hurrying him into ſhame and ruin: he 
finds that activity, which might have been uſeful 
in the world, employed in ſinſul and pernicious 
purſuits: he detects that ſenſibility, which might 
have adorned devotion, encouraging the baſer 
feelings of a corrupted heart. 


WuaiLz reverſes of fortune teach us our duty, 
poverty continuing in a dark and unaided ſtate be- 
wilders the underſtanding, and debaſes the mind. 
The eye of ſuch a mind ſees no beauty in the 
creation, no excellence in providence, no wiſdom 
on high. The world is to it a gloomy and ſorlorn 
deſert, where ſorrow and wretchedneſs have taken 
up their abode. Whatever is admired by others is 
neglected by the deſtitute and forſaken man; but 
when he is raiſed by the hand of charity, fed with 

the 
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the bread of compaſſion; and comſorted by the kind: 
nels of attention, he is reſtored to his proper:condi: 
tion, the fields and every thing about him rejoice, and 
are in uniſon with his enlivened heart. The love 
of God and the love of man occupy a large ſhate 
of his affections; he ſees, and acknowledges the 
wiſdom of providence, and his notes of gratitude 
riſe to heaven. Such are the effects, which charity is 
calculated to produce; but if days ot relief ſhould 
arive, without bringing on their beams the incenſe 
of gratitude and virtue, be not diſcouraged ;: for 
your labour is not in vain. The dew and the rain 
moiſten the deſerts, which remain” unproductive, as 
well as the fields, which yield abundance of in- 
creaſe : but the dew and the rain are uſeful, even 
when their effects appear to be loſt. 


Br it alſo remembred, that he who bath pity on 
the poor lendeth to the Lord. * It is your father's 
good pleaſure, that you give and communicate. 
The ſupreme diſpoſer of events employs agents m 
accompliſhing the purpoſes of his will. The light. 
ning, theſtorm, and the tempeſt obey his command; 
the ſun, the moon, and the ſtars fulfil his pleaſure; 


the whole of nature is ſubſervient to his decrees : 
and 
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PEI 


and therefore the children of men are alſo mini- 
ſtering agents under his direction. Every part ot 
inanimate nature lends its aid, and communicates its 
iuftuence to promote the benefit of the whole 
creation: and ſurely it becomes. you in your ſta- 
tion: to aſſiſt thoſe, who are brought low. To the 
human race is aſſigned the oſſice of bearing one- 
another's burthens, and ſoothing one another's ſor- 
rows. Of what you poſſeſs give a portion to thoſe, 
who have none to help them, that you may not 
only honour your heavenly father, who requires 
you to have pity, but alſo become workers together 
with him in doing good to his creatures. 1 

Ir thoſe, who ſolicit your aid, be victims of in- 
diſcretion, they are recommended to your charity, 
by fewer claims than thoſe of a different com- 
plexion: but ſtill they are your brethren, children 
of the ſame father in heaven, objects of his parental 
care, ſubject to ſimilar temptations, and men of 
like paſſions as yourſelves. Have you more effec- 
tually eſcaped te corruption, that is in the world: 
rejoice in thoſe gracious and religious appoint- 
ments of heaven, by which you became partakers 
of the divine nature * and pity thoſe, who have 
deen 


* 2 Pct, i. 4. 
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been betrayed by corruption, and in the hour of dan- 
ger, have yielded to temptation. While the feeble 
hand withers, which is ſtretched out for charity, ſtand 
not you ſtill to inveſtigate the cauſe, from which 
the wretchedneſs flowed; abhor guilt, but pluck 
the ſinner as @ firebrand out of the burning, * and 
never let charity fail. Endeavour to give it that 
direction, which will relieve the needy, and reclaim 
the abandoned. 


Tas cry of worth and of poverty will find ready 
acceſs to your ear, and you will have a peculiar 
pleaſure in doing good to thoſe, whom the Lord 
delighteth to honour. From you they ſolicit the 
kindneſs of a brother now; and at length the 
lamb, who is in the midſt of the throne, ſball ſeed 
them, and ſhall lead them unto living fountains of 
waters ; and God ſhall wipe away all tears from ibeir 


ey es. 


Lr the ſituation of the needy move you to com- 
paſſion, for you know not what a day may bring 
forth. Many are now eating the bread of afflic- 
tion, and drinking the waters of poverty, who were 


once as wealthy, as any of you is independent. 
C Though 


* Amo iv. 11. + Rev. i. 17. 
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Though your riches and your honours. may have 
deſcended to you, through a long line of anceſtors, 
the ruſt and accidents of time may find acceſs, and 
deſtroy them. But, in general, the poſſeſſions of 
men are leſs ſecure, and in danger of being con- 
ſumed, as a garment that is math-eaten, * there- 
fore whatſvever you would that men ſhould do 80 
you, do ye even ſo to them. F Though Job was the 
greateſt of all the men of the eaſt, yet in one day, 
the enemies of his peace and the fire of Ged 

from beaven t ſtripped him of his ſubſtance: the 
wind of the deſert, ſmote the four corners & of the 
banqueting houſe, where his ſons had met, and they 
eſcaped not from its ruins. To all this was ſoon 
added ſuch bodily affliction, as made him chooſe 
ſtrangling and death rather than life. F If you 
have cruſed the eyes of the widow to ſail by fruitleſs 
expectation, if you have eaten your morſe! alone 1 

when the fatherleſs fainted by the way; or if you 

have ſeen another periſh by cold, while you were 
comfortable and warm, what will you do if God 
riſe up, and bring you into calamity. Be 

ye merciful, as your father in heaven is merci- 
ful, who maketh bis ſun to riſe on the evil andon the 

good, 


Job xi. 28. + Math. vii. 12. f Job i. 16, Job i. 19. 
t Job vii. 15. f Job xxxi. 16, 17 
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200d, and ſendeth rain on the Juſt, and en the un- 
Juſt. * Inſtead of making the hail and the floods, as 
meſſengers of his judgments, ſweep awoy the. 
refuge of liesF, he looked upon us in the day of our 
transgreſſion, and he ſaid unto uslive. When the 


dark cloud of fin, which roſe upon the garden of 


Eden, had ſpread itſelf abroad over the nations, 
even in the fulneſs of time, God ſent his fon 
to be @ light to enlighten. the Gentiles, and the glery. 
of his people 1ſrael.$ When mankind were held falt 
in the ſetters of iniquity, the Lord viſited and re- 
deemed his people, * When guilt hung over them 
in awful forms, and threatened. deſtruction from the 
preſence of the Lord, he ſes forth his ſon 10 be 4 
propiuation, through faith in Bis blood, to declare bis 
righteouſneſs ſor the remiſſion of ſins, that are paſt, 
through, the, Joarbearance of Cod. 4 There werey 
and truth met. togetber F rightecuſneſs and peace 
embraced. each abe t Longings after immorta- 
lity being ſounded on nature, and encouraged by 
analogy, have ſprung up, and exiſted in every age 
and nation; but thick darkneſs hung over the grave, 
and even the wileft of men looked toward it with 


anxiety and fear. In this ſlate of the world Jeſus 
£5 0 brought 


* Matth. v. 45. f Iſa. xxviii. 17. 1 Luke ii. 32. 
* Luke i. 68. f Rem. ii. 23. | Pla). Ixxxv. 10. 
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brought liſe and immortality to light, through the 
eofſpel*, Here was manifeſied the love of God to- 
wards us,becauſe he ſent his only begotten jon into the. 
world; that we might live through Bim. Beloved, if. 
God ſo loved us, we ought. alſo to love one another. 
If we love one another, God dwelleth: in us; be that 
dwelleth in love dwelleth in Cod, and God in bim f. 
But whoſoever bath this world's goods, and ſeeth bis 
brother bade need, and ſbuttetb up his bowels of 
compaſſion from bim, how dwelleth the love of God 
in bim? 4 | | 11 


Tux benevolence of Jeſus is alſo recorded for an 
example to you. Ze Ano the grace of our Lord Jeſus 
Christ; that though be «vas rich, yet for your ſakes be 
became poor, that ye through bis poverty migbibe ric h. * 
Though in him 7he fulneſs of the godbead dwelt, and 
though he was in the form of God, yet he t00k upon 
Lim the form of a ſervant, and was made in ihe like- 
neſs of men ; and being found in faſhion as a man, Be 
pumbled himſelf, and became obedient unto death, even 
the death of the croſs.4 He went about doing good f 
to the bodies, and to the ſouls of men. If a mother 


was in bitterneſs for an only child: if ſiſters wept 
tor 


* 2 Tim. i. 10. f x John iv. 9, 11, 12, 16. ft John iii. 17. 
* 2 Cor. viii. 9. f Col. ii. 9. þ Phil. it. 6, 7, 8. Adds x. 38. 
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for a beloved brother, or if a maſter wis in ſorrow 
| for a faithful ſervant, he was equally ready to 
: enter into their feelings, and grant them relief: He 
' gave benevolence, as a diſtinguiſhing criterion, by 
which at the final judgment, the righteous ſhall be 
ſeparated from the wicked as well, as that by 
which, they ſhould prove themſelves, in this world, 
| to be his diſciples. So dear is charity in his ſight, 
thathe viewsevery deed of benevolence, as atoken of 
kindneſs to himſelf, in asmucb, as ye Bare done itunto 
one of the leaſt of theſe my brethren, ye have done it 
unto me. * He delivered the beſt inſtructions to 
the world; and when his followers were ſorrowing 
in the proſpect of his departure, he cheared them, 
with the promiſe of a comforter here, and of glory 
hereafter. ' Even amid the agonies of death, he 
pitied his enemies, and ſaid, father, forgive them. | 
Grow, therefore, in grace, and in ibe Int ledge of 
our Lord and ſaviour Feſus Chriſt, } who, that be 


might ſanctiſy the People, ſuffered without the 
gate* 


hd, | 


II. Urox a review of what hath been faid, it ap- 


pears, that charity is he end of the commangment; f 
and 


Matth. xxv. 40. Luke xxiii. 34. f 2 Pet. iii. 18. 
* Heb. xiii. 12. + 1 Tim. i. 5+ 
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and now I am to conclude with a few obſervations 
upon the manner, in which it is to abe given, and 
received. 1 


— 
1 


Vous me rey muſt proceed from proper motives, 
or elle, i it cannot aſcend with acceptance to heaven. 
The charity of the oſtentatious man may be plea- 
ſing in the ſeaſon of need, as the return of rain 
in the time of drought; but it flows not from thoſe 
virtuous and tender emotions, which dignify, and 
improve the mind. Therefore, ſaid our Lord, 
when thou daft alms, let not thy teft band Inc u what 
thy. right band doth, * Some exertions of charity 
neither can, nor ought to be kept ſecret ; becauſe 
their object is public, and they encourage others 
to go, and do likewiſe: P But excepting in ſuch cir- 
cumſlances as thoſe, the delicacy of true bene vo· 
lenceſhuns obſervation and ſeeks the ſhade. 


| CHARIT "4 ſhall cover the multitude of fins. F A- 
midſt its mild and charming radiance, many failings 
may paſs without much obſervation; or rather as the 
wiſe man ſaith, love coveretb all ſins, * that is, the 


man of kindneſs and kumanity uniformly feels him- 
ſelf- 


* Matth. vi. 3. 1 Luke x. 37. 4 1 Peter iv. 8. 
of Prov, » "i 3 
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felf diſpoſed to conceal the infirmities/andfaults of 
others. Benevolence is pleaſing and important: but 
the offerings of iniquity are not acceptable to God; 
waſh therefore your hands in innocency x, and then 
compaſs the altar of charity. | Within its facred 
precin&s let nothing, which is unhallowed enter, 
for impure hands and a deceitful heart are abomi- 
nation to the Lord. What pretenſions can he have 
to humanity, who blaſts the character of the inno- 
cent, or deſtroys the peace of the unsuſpeRting ? 
How can he be deemed charitable, who weeps 
over the aflitions of a ſtranger, but ſees, without 
compunction, the heavings of that ſorrow, which his 
falſehood planted in the breaſt of 'the ſimple: ? 
Never ſhall I call any man charitable, 'who doth 
not add, to the gifts of liberality, the poſſeſſion of a 
chaſte and ſober mind : for without theſe, though 
he were to beſtow all his goods upon the poor, and 
even give his body to be burned f, yet the i image and | 
ſuperſcription of iniquity would remain upon 
him. 


/ 


Oeex the hand of liberality with diſcretion, and 


neither let your charitable deeds interfere with that, 
which 


as Pſal. XKXV 1s 6. ＋ 1 Cor. x li. Jo 
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which you owe to another, nor injure thoſe of your 
own houle, for. whom you are bound to provide, 
That conduct, which is truly honourable, and to 
which you ought to aſpire, comprehends the whole 
duties of life, and all the graces of the ſpirit, It 
unites the whole commandments of the moral law; 
and adds to theſe the ornaments of compaſſion. 


Ser zer proper objects for your charity, and this 
you will be enabled more effectually to do, by 
giving your aid chiefly to. thoſe, whoſe circum- 
ſtances and ſituation you haye an opportunity of 
knowing. If you act other wiſe, you are in danger of 
encouraging idleneſs and vice: for the profligate and 
vile will not fail to aſſume the garb of poverty, and 
aſſail you with the voice of complaint. 1 


Bur while you guard againſt the cunning of the 
impoſtor, revere virtue, though in humble life; and 
remember, that nothing is more dignified, than a 
man of worth bearing misfortunes; and nobly ſtrug- 


pling in the graſp of poverty. Be not too minute 
in marking the failings of the poor man, for if ſtern 


juſtice were to bring us into judgment, who. 
could 


OF cuARITx. 3 


could ſtand? Through the tattered garments of 
poverty, defects and failings are eaſily ſeen; while 
the purple and fine linen; the ſuperb and coſtly robe 
veil imperfections, and dazzle the piercing eye of 
ſeverity. Indigence gradually blunts ſome of the 
more delicate ſenſibilities of the ſoul, and leads in- 
to temptation. But beware leſt avarice, under 
the prete nce of curbing vice, harden your heart, and 
teach you to be cruel. Pure religion and undefiled, 

before God and the father, is this, to viſit ihe fatber- 
leſs and widows in their affliftions, and to keep un- 

ſpotted from the world. & 


AxD now my poorer brethren, whoſe cauſe I 
have been pleading this evening, ſuffer you alſo the 
word of exhortation. F Let gratitude dwell in you 
richly, and bleſs thoſe who do you good. Avoid 
murmuring at the pravidence of God, and ſuppreſs 
enyy toward your ſuperiours; ſuffer not that de- 
ſtructive paſſion to neſtle in your boſom, for the 
fruits thereof are bitterneſs, malice and death. Hard 
is your fate here; but whom the Lord loves he 
chaſtens, and your proſpects hereafter are as bright, 


as thoſe of the moſt proſperous ſons of fortune. 
Mo- 


James i 27. f Heb. xii. 22. 
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Morzover thoſe, whom you are in danger of 
envying, are leſs happy than you are apt to ſup- 


poſe; they who increaſe riches, increaſe ſorrow; and 


thoſe on ſtations of eminence have wringings of the 


; heart, with which a ſtranger cannot intermeddle, 


Go round the circle of ſociety, view the towers, 
the palace and the cottage: and lo! this will you 
find, that the ſum of human happineſs is more 
equally divided, than the pangs of poverty had led 


you to conceive. The vaſt extent of the univerſe 


requires numerous gradations of objects and ſitua. 


pointed them all. 


Bx induſtrious, be frugal in your flation, Ia up 
for yourſelves treaſures in beaven *, and where 
your treaſure is, there will your chief affections by 
allo. May he, who provideth food for the ravens 
viſit you in the day of trouble; and the Lord your 
righteous prayers all fulfil. And now unto bin 
that is able to keep you ſrom falling, and to preſen 


you faultleſs before the preſence of bis glory, with 


exceeding joy; to the only wiſe God our ſaviour, bt 
glory and majeſt hn and power, both naw and 


for ever. Amen. | ; 185 


„Matth. vi. 20. + Jude 24, 25. 
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By the ſame author, a Defence of public, 
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